Call for cooperation to contain damage by Chile's salmon farms
The Aysén region in southern Chile -a key habitat for several endangered marine species -is under enormous pressure from the country's powerful salmon industry. Chile should follow the lead of nations such as Italy (see Nature 464, 673; 2010), Australia and the United States and urgently consider an integrated, more collaborative approach between its aquaculture industry and conservation policies.
Chile exports US$2 billion of Atlantic salmon (Salmo salar) every year, and the area taken up by aquaculture is increasing. The magnitude of the salmon farms and their associated noise and pollution are among several threats to local wildlife. Atlantic salmon is an alien predator, with uncharted effects on the endemic fish population and the entire local ecosystem. Nets used to protect the farmed fish are a hazard to marine mammals. The aquacultures also threaten local fisheries and the development of sustainable tourism.
Politicians and the public are largely unaware of these dangers because potential environmental damage by industries is not systematically controlled in Chile. We suggest implementing collaborative efforts between aquaculture industries and local fisheries (see Nature 463, 1007; 2010) and applying stringent environmental controls. The Global Environment Facility last month endorsed an ambitious project to construct a Brazilian national biodiversity information system. This will be tailored to the needs of key decision-makers in the government and in the private sector (see go.nature.com/ OYiHOj).
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Brazil contains roughly 60% of the Amazon rainforest and 15-20% of the world's biodiversity. But the country holds only 1% of the scientific data stored in biological collections worldwide. This poor documentation is holding back efforts to plan effective conservation strategies and to manage valuable biological resources.
The proposed new system will differ from existing initiatives, which are designed mainly to serve the scientific community. It will be coordinated by the government's Ministry of Science and Technology, and will be built in consultation with policy-makers, planners and other stakeholders. A range of visualization and analysis tools will allow decision-makers to combine the new biodiversity information with other socio-economic and physical databases. The information will be freely available, which should increase accountability and usability.
Brazil's deforestation has been decreasing; the economy is growing; and there is the political will to tackle the country's pressing environmental problems. The progress of the new initiative will be watched across the developing world, where other biodiversity-rich nations face many of the same issues of poor data availability and multiple threats to biodiversity.
